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About the Author, Amanda Murphy

Amanda Murphy is a quilt and fabric designer whose
style bridges the modern and traditional.
She is a BERNINA Quilting and Longarm Spokes-
person, popular teacher, and pattern designer. Amanda
designs fabric collections for Contempo/Benartex and
coordinating quilting collections, digitized for both
longarms and embroidery machines, in Art and Stitch.
Amanda has also authored several books for C&T
Publishing, including the best-selling Modern Holiday
and The Free-Motion Quilting Idea Book.   Join her in
her Facebook group where she posts quilting videos and
tips.

Website: www.amandamurphydesign.com
Blog: blog.amandamurphydesign.com
Quilting Collections: blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
Facebook: amandamurphyfabrics
Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/free.motion.quilting.idea.book/
Instagram: amandamurphydesign

In this addendum, Amanda walks you through her design process, from the initial fabric design, and
quilt design, to piecing and quilting, including the design of coordinating quilting collections and a
wholecloth quilt in Art and Stitch!

Here’s Amanda….

https://www.facebook.com/groups/free.motion.quilting.idea.book/
http://www.amandamurphydesign.com/
http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/
http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
https://www.facebook.com/amandamurphyfabrics
http://www.facebook.com/groups/free.motion.quilting.idea.book/
https://www.instagram.com/amandamurphydesign/
http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
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Introduction

Like many of you, I love every part of the quilting process, from choosing fabrics, to designing quilts
while integrating piecing and appliqué techniques, to the quilting itself.  So I was delighted when I
found out that the the Q-Matic, the automated component of the BERNINA Q24 longarm, would work
in tandem with Art and Stitch!  Two of my favorite things together!

For this addendum, I thought I might talk about my process for designing a collection of quilting motifs
digitized for both longarms and embroidery machines that coordinated with my Sewing Room fabric
collection for Contempo using Art and Stitch

The Sewing Room Quilting Collection was inspired by the beautiful BERNINA machines that many of
us love.  I sew on  a BERNINA 580, 780 and Q24.  So can you guess what the first print I drew for
the Collection?

http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
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The Sewing Room Fabric

Do you think I’m a little obsessed?

Well, if you have beautiful machines, you also need scissors, and buttons. thread, and pins….
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Because you might want to create some embroidery, or even make a garment…

The Sewing Room Quilting Collection Fabric - Cont’d
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But what I like to do best is make quilts!  This is my Sewing Room Sampler quilt for the Sewing Room
Collection.  It is my favorite!

The Sewing Room Sampler Quilt
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After having such fun quilting the Sewing Room Quilts on my BERNINA Q24 I realized that I really
wanted to design a quilting collection to go with this fabric - something that showcased the sewing
motifs in many variations: from blocks and triangles to pantographs and wreaths.

The Sewing Room Quilting Designs

http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
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So the first step was going back to the fabric and choosing some motifs that I thought would work
particularly well as quilting designs.

The spools were some of my favorites.  They were drawn from Aurifil thread, which is my favorite
cotton for quilting.  I thought the spools would make a great stand alone motif and focal point that you
could surround with free motion.  So I went back to my fabric file and looked at what I had drawn.
Then I went into Art and Stitch and imported my fabric file as a background graphic.

I traced some of my motifs with the
bezier tool.  I am pretty used to
drawing with this tool because I use it
in Illustrator quite a bit.  The trick is
that, when you pull the handles to
make curves, that curve should
always be tangent to the desired
stitching line.  If it isn’t tangent, you
probably are not pulling in the right
direction to get the effect you want.
(Hint: you can use the backspace key
to back up a step at any given point
and try again.)

Starting a design: open backdrop and trace in Art and Stitch
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Now that I had finished my stand-along motifs, I took one of the spools and copied it, rotating it 180
degrees.  I joined those two motifs to make a pantograph, using the “snap to grid” function to create
a file that was joined perfectly perfect.

Creating a Panto
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I also made wreaths, block designs, and other coordinating patterns.  I was so excited to stitch all of
the designs.  But one spool of thread on a quilt was not enough.  What about 28 spools of thread on
a quilt?  Would that do it?  I decided to find out.

Combining different parts, rotating and assembling

To start my wholecloth quilt I took 4 of the main spool files and rotated them to sit in the corners of
central block, using the grid feature for alignment.
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I then filled in the gaps with my triangle spool design in the collection and connected the triangles
together using the “tie together” function.  I added a little flower in the center of the design.

Filling around the Center Piece
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I used just a quarter of my square spool design from my Sewing Room Quilting Collection at the
corners of the quilt top, rotating them 90 for each corner.

Rotating the Base to get 4 Corners

http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
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Finally I modified one of the pantographs for the sides.

Modifying the Panto for the Sides
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I saved portions of the quilt and put them on a USB stick.  Then I loaded up the Q24 with fabric,
batting, and Aurifil thread and stitched out the center row of my design.  I then stitched the top and
bottom rows, aligning each block separately so I would be assured of correct alignment at the corners
of the center block.

Stitching on the Bernina Q-matic
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Stitching on the Bernina Q-matic - Cont’d
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Stitching on the Bernina Q-matic - Cont’d
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Stitching on the Bernina Q-matic - Cont’d
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It was so gratifying to see the design, which sprang from my fabric, come together as a wholecloth
quilt evocative of the entire collection.

The Finished Wholecloth
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The Finished Wholecloth - Cont’d
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I’m providing a spool file for Art and Stitch users to play with. The Spool design
is zipped together with this Addendum, so after extracting the files, it will be in
the same location as this PDF.

You can find the rest of the collection on my website and please consider
joining my Facebook Group for more quilting ideas.

There are so many different ways to use Art and Stitch.  Have fun!

The Finished Wholecloth - Cont’d

http://blog.amandamurphydesign.com/product-category/quilting-collections/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/free.motion.quilting.idea.book/
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